TUONG NIEM
HO XUAN HUONG

“M? i doc dio khodng cudi dof Hiu Lé. khong ro nam sinih,
ndm mar Thin phu Ba la HS6 Phi Dién, qudn ling Quynh Dol luyén
Quinh Liru, tinh Nghé An; sau ra ngu & phiteng Khin Xuan, & gin vitdn
thdo cim Ha Noi, thude huyén Vinlt Thudn (nay thude thid dé Ha NP,

Ba kém nhan sdc, nhung duvén déng mgn ma, thém noi tiéng vén|
chugng nén mt nfiéu rang phong luu (37 tuan ngdp nghe. Tuy nhién
ditdng chong con ciia Ba rdt khéng may. Trude ldy Ié éng Pha Vinh
Tiromg, sau cam phin bé mon khi bude di budc nita vdi Caf téng Coc.

Hong nhan da trudn, tai tinh mang bac, co [é do do ma hau hét cdc
bai the cia Ba déy chua chdt, khinh man moi gidgi, va ding todn nlning
vin hiem hoc.

B01 thi coa Ba trén truong vdn trin b, xudng hoa thi ca, cd Ié chil
mdt Pham Dinh He li khién dige Ba mén phuc phin nao. Tho Ba duoe
rruven aing nhidu va déu thit hay. Che nén nr trde dén nay, than thé va
vin chuang cia ba dudl nhicu nguei phd bién trén hing may muoi bai
bio, trén 10 quyén sach dd xudr bin. Hiu hét déu thuong cam cupe doi
Ba, ma cing co lim ngudi khéng chiu duge giong cgt nha cia Ba, vi tha
Bi chua cay, sic sdo nham dd kich bon déi 16t tntyng gid ..

Tap chi VHVN ki nay chiing t6i danh mot so trang dic biét
twgng niem N S HO XUAN HUONG qua mot s6 bai viét cia cac
tac gia: TS Nguyén Minh Triét, GS Ta Quoc Tudn, Nha bién khdo
Nguyén Vy Khanh, Nha van Nguyén Thi Hong Diép va c6 nha van
Hoa Béng Hoang Thic Tram. Mai quy ban ciing budc vao nhing
trang viét ddc biet nay dé chia sé vdi wing tdc gia doi vdi NIt si HO
XUAN HUONG qua su kién van hoc déc ddo nay vén da gay nhigu
tranh cai trong kho tang Vin Hod Viét Nam suét gan hai tram ndm
qua.

Tap chi VHVN
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TUONG NIEM HO XUAN HUONG

TS. NGUYEN MINH TRIET
(KHAG LUAN)

POC LAI THO HO XUAN HUONG
VOI CAI NHIN NU QUYEN LUAN

Hp xuan Huong la mot déc ddo cia nén vian hoc Viét
Nam. Bao nhiéu gidy muc da néi vé ba. H6 Xuian Hudng moét nha
thd dam tuc thdp hén, mot xic pham dén phim gid ngudi phu nt,
mot that vong cho van chudng Viét Nam. Hb Xudn Hudng mot nit
si tai ba da tién phong va tdo bao lam nhing bai thd vita thanh
vita tue, nhing bai thd dim dé cip dén mot van dé cdm ky 1a tinh
yéu nhuc thé. Tity theo quan niém vé dao ditc xa hoi ma Hoé Xuan
Hudng 1a nguoi nay hodc ngudi kia. Tuy nhién, theo thoi gian Ho
Xuan Hudng da tré¢ thanh mét ngudi di trude thoi dai minh, la
ngudi da biét diing thi tai mot céch thong minh bing nhitng bii
thd déc ddo ludn ludn an chita hai nghia dé ché diéu mot giai cdp
dao duc gia, dé vach tran nhitng vo IV cia mot xa hoi phong kién,
cting nhu tdo bao chong lai nhing tip tuc phi ly da cim dodn vi
ring budc ngudi phu nir Viét Nam vé vit chdt cang nhu tinh thin
viio cudi thé ky 18.

Theo Pao Duy Anh xa hoi trong giai doan dé rdt u la bat
cong vdi ngudi phu nit vi “rrong gia dinh, chi quyvén & trong tay
gia trutng thi dan b vdt la khong co quven gi cda. Khéng gido chii
tnrgng nam (on mik v, trong nam khinh i lai vun ddp thém
quvén uy cua gia tneng ma dé nen dia vi cida dan ba’ (1). Nén
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vian hoc cliia ché do phong kién Viet Nam chiu anh huéng ning né
clia tu tudng Khéng gido nén cdc truyén thong ve gid tri va chudn
muc van hoa déu dude dat ra dé phuc vu cho phdi nam. Nén vin
hoc d6 dong thoi cling dude dimng dé khuyén du va cudng ché dan
ba phai chdp nhan vai tro thua kém dan ong vi troi da dat dinh
nhu vay. Cdc dng van chuong noi tiéng cia Viét Nam trong thai
phong kién day diy nhitng tu tudng tiéu cifc vé dan ba nhu: “Dau
don thay phian dan ba / loi ring bac ménh cing la loi chung”
(Kieu), hodc “Thuer trof ddt noi con gio bui / khdch md hong nhiéu
ndi trudan chuvén” (Chinh Phu Ngam), hodc “Odn chi nlhiing
khdch tiéu phong / ma xui phan bac nam trong md dao" (Cung
Odn Ngam Khiic). Ngoai ra con nao Gia hudn ca, roi tam cudng,
ngh thudng nita cung déu day cho dan ba, con géi biét an phan
vdi vai trd tha véu va phu thudc trong xa hoi.

Tritde mot xa hoi day nhitng e wéng va né nép trong
nam khinh nit do cac nha nho dung lén do, trude mot xa hoi bi
bép méo trong d6 ngudi nit da phai bi bat budc suy t, va hanh
déng Ho Xuan Huong da khén khéo diing van chudng nhu mot
thit vii khi dé chéng lai nhitng trat ty dp ché dé. Va khi ba ding la
nhitng bai tha vita thanh vita tuc. Dé cap dén mot vin dé hét suc
cam ky trong van chuong la van dé tinh duc 1a mot chuyén rat khé
noéi mot cich o thim my ké ca déi vdi cdac nha van nam gidi,
nhung Ho Xuan Hudng da tai tinh va khéo léo diing nhitng canh
hodc hinh anh rdt binh thudng nhu dén Trin Quéc, chiia Hudng,
deo Ba Doi, hang Cic Cd, dong Kém Trong, 6c nhdi, con cua, trdi
mit, banh tréi, dong tien, cdi quat... va nhitng sinh hoat hiang ngay
nhu canh dét vai, tit nude, danh du, danh cd... dé ti nhiing
chuyén tinh duc cdm ky mdt cdch rat thodi mai vdi nhing ngon e
rit don gian nhung lai rit song dong va ggi hinh.

Doc thd cia H6 Xuian Huong xin hay doc nhu nhitng vin
ban thuin tay. Va trong lanh vie vin ban thuan tiay khong co van
de luan Iv. Theo quan diém cta cic hoc thuyét phé binh hau cdu
triic ma dac hiét la thuyét huy tao (deconstruction) cta Derrida thi
trong ngon ngo khong oo sit phan biét giva nghia den va nghia
béng hay nghia thanh v nghia we. Derrida nhin thé gidi chi gom
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toan vin ban duge cau tao béi nhing cap hii:u:l;uiéu hé cap doi
khing nhu van hoa va thién nhién, hanh dong v thu ddng, mat
troi v mat trang, ngay va dém, noi va viét, cha va me... Nhitng cap
tir to dai khdng nay da cdu tao nén nhitng hé théng o twdng va
chi phéi cic dieong 16i chdnh tri cta cdc xa hoi phuong tay. Trong
cdc cap ur 1o nay tu to diau bao gid cing dude gin cho vi tri troi
véu so voi tr 16 sau. VA trong moi cap t té mot su tranh ddu noi
tai thudng dién ra khong nging dé danh uu thé, nhung bao gio
phia “hanh dong” cang thang phia “thu dong”, dudng bao gio
ciing han am. Trong viéc tim hiéu tdc pham, theo Derrida chi ¢6
van ban mdi la déi tugng cta nghién citu va trong van ban chi co
cdc bidu hiéu (signifiers) va cac ¥ nghia dude biéu hién (signifieds).
Y nghia clia ngdn ngit néi riéng va y nghia cda van ban néi chung
tiay thude vao su gidi ma cia ngudi doc. Trén quan diém do, Ho
Xuan Hudng mot cich kv la da di trude phong trao nit quyén &
phudng tay hing tram nam. Nhung ba con oanh liét hon cdc ni
lttu phudng téy vi ba da ddn thudng doc ma déi diu vdi ca mot xa
hoi phong kién diy nhifng nha nho lic nio cing mang nang trong
dau nhing y tuéng vé tam cudng, nga thudng va tam tong, ut duc
riat bat Igi cho dan ba.

Tai phudng tay mai dén gitta thé ky 20, Virginia Woolf mat
nha tranh diu nit quyén My mdi bit ddu c¢é vo phu nit hay noi léen
tiéng no6i chang lai sy bat binh ding gilta nam va nit. Va tai Phdp
mot tdc gia nit quyén khdc 12 Helene Cixous cung co vo phu nit
hay viét van, khong nhitng chi viét ma con phai viét that nhiéu vé
phu ni, viét dé dua ngudi phu nit bi xa cach, bi quén lang, bi
ditng ngoai ria van hoc tré lai vdi van chudng. Trong tiéu ludn “Le
Rire de la Meduse™ Cixous da nong nan tha thiét mai goi phu nit
“phdi viét dé dat nguoi mi vao van bdn, dong thoi cing dé ddt
nguai mr vio thé gidi va lich st (2). Hon mot trim nam trde Ho
Xuan Hudng clia Viét Nam da biét ding van chudng dé néi lén
tiéng noi chong doi lai cai xa hoi da danh moi dac quyén cho nam
gidi. Khong nhitng chi viet ma Ho Xuan Hudng con noi lén tiéng
noi cia phu nit mot cach tdo bao va hién thue. Gida khi cdc van
thi si nam gidi mong md lén tham cung Hing, md gip tién nit &
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Thién thai hodc ta nhiing canh non nudc hitu, tinh nhung vo
thuéng vé phat thi Hb Xuan Hudng da dung chanh sut hién thuc
ctia cude song lam vil khi dé da pha xa hoi phu quyén dudng thai.
Cube séng hién thuce la mot sy phéi hgp cia hai yéu té am dudng,
tai sao lai chéi bé hién thue. Tinh duc la mot khia canh hién thuc
than thiét cia con ngudi va cude ddi uf lau da bi bo quén trong
van chudng. Ho Xuan Hudng bang nhitng budc chan tdo bao da
dem phé bay ra giita anh nang khuyén nho cdc hanh dong va bo
phan co nhiém vu truyén giéng cita nam va nit da gitip cho nhan
loai trudng ton.

Trude hét, Ho Xuin Hudng khong chdp nhdn su coi trong
duwong va khinh thugng dm. Do dau ma nhimg gi lién quan dén
duong thi duge coi la ding, la thanh, con nhing gi dinh ding dén
nit la tuc, la do bin. Cho nén, dé chdng lai quan niém thanh/tuc
khéng chanh ddng d6 Hd Xuan Huong da tuyén xung cac hinh
anh bi ¢cdm ky trong cdc bai thd ciia ba nhu mot thach thue doi
vdi nam gidi. Trong hiu hét cac bai thd clia Ho Xuan Hudng déu
¢6 ngu ¥ ta canh lam tinh, néi vé cd quan sinh duc nut hodc nam,
d6 la chuta ké dén nhitng nhém chit néi lai cling ham y nghia tinh
duc. Vay thi chii dé chanh cia cdc bai thd ciia H6 Xudn Hudng
nim & nghia thanh hay nim noi nghia tuc? Thanh hay tuc 1a do
noi long ngudi. Tuc hay thanh cling do ndi sy thanh lang clia tdm
hon. “Chuéng siu ching dénh cd sao om?'. Ho Xuan Hudng da
khéo léo ding sy tuc thanh nhu mot bic man thua dé che mat
cdc nha nho thit cifu. HH Xuan Hudng da dénh lén mot tiéng trong
lam nhidu ngudi bitng tinh con mé ngu trong nén van chudng
Han Dudng. Hé Xuin Huong da dem ngon lita thi ca thap sing
cho nén van hoe chit Nom. Nhung cai tuc ctia Ho Xuan Hudng
khéng phéi la cdi dung tuc ha cdp ma la cdi tyc rdt thanh, rat my
hoc, tuy nom na nhung khong mdch qué. Tdt ca cdi tuc do deu
dude ba hudng dén mat muc tiéu ro rét la ton vinh vai tro va vi tri
ngudi nit trong xa hoi dé chéng lai dia vi doc ton cia ngudi nam
da dude xa hoi phong kién thita nhan mét cdch bat cong.

Dir nhin the cta HO Xuan Huong theo y hudng tuc hay
thanh da s6 moi ngudi déu cong nhan giong nhu Pao Duy Anh 1a
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van chudng cta Ho Xuan Huong rdt “khinh baé ma tai tinh" (3).
Chi can doc lai bai thd Péo Ba Ddi ciia HH Xuan Hudng ciing di
thay tai lam thd cia ba. Néu ditng vé phudng dién v nghia thanh
nha ma so sanh bai thd nay vdi bai Qua Béo Ngang ctia Ba Huyén
Thanh Quan van dudc ngudi ddi ngdi khen thi bai thd cia Ba
Huyén Thanh Quan nhu 1a mét bife hinh den tring bing phing
con bai Béo Ba Doi nhut la mot bife tranh néi ba chiéu song déng
day mau sdc va am thanh.

Qua thd vin ctia Ho Xuin Huong ta thiy ba di cho
chuyén tinh duc cting binh thuong va tyf nhién khéng c6 gi la cdm
ky va xdu xa. Néu xdu tai sao "hién nhin quén tt ai ma chdng /
maoi goi chén chan vin muén tréo”. Ho Xuan Hudng vdi nhitng
cau thd ném mau nhiém, vdi mét trdi tim ruc Iita da dét chdy moi
hanh ddng gia dao ditc cia xa héi phu quyén, gia trudng. Néu xdu
tai sao nhing canh “cwa son do loét tium hum ndc” va canh “ciu
trdng phau phau déi van ghép” lai c6 sitc manh “ldm tuyén quyén
cd phén hoa lai” va khong nhiing thit dan ma ca vua chiia ciing
“chida ddu vua yéu modt cdi ndy”. Gido su Nguyén Vin Hanh ti
nhitng thiap nién 1930 da dé cap dén “cdi nay” cia Ho Xuan
Hudng nhu sau: “cdi ma nguoi vé binh wa hon hét, phung the
hon hét, phdi néi ré ua va phung tho trong nhitng hic khéng co
con mdt nguoi thi ba nao trong vio, trong nhiing liic " cdm ngoai
thidy khong ai duge biét’.., nhung noi ché déng ngiudi, nguor ta
vira nghe ndi dén thi da voi vang kéu la “bat nha’, “tuc”, vi thanh
kién luin [y, (4)

Diing la vi thanh kién ma xa hoi phu quyén déng ciing
nhu tay da chén ép phu nit dé phuc vu cho nhitng lgi ich ctia nam
gidi. O phuong tay Kate Millett vdi tac phdm Sexual Politics an
hanh nadm 1970 da kich liét da pha ché d6 phu quyén (patriarchy).
Theo Millett ngoai trir su khdc biét noi bé phén sinh due, dan ba
va dan ong khéng khac gi nhau. Millet da gian du doi phai x6a bo
dinh ché gia dinh vi né la mot dung cu va la mat ddn vi nén tang
ciia co ché phu quyén. Millettd con két én cd ché phu quyén da
dung hinh thic chdnh tri phai tinh (sexual politics) dé duy tri sy
théng tri déi vdi phu nit. Phu quvén khong chi [a nhitng phép tic
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clia ngudi nam gia truéng chi phoi tdt ca con ¢di trong gia dinh
ma con la mot dinh ché chanh tri cia dan 6ng ding dé dan dp
dan ba. Theo Millett, cd ché dan dp phu nit c6 ré tham sau trong
xi hoi loai ngudi khong phai 1a cd ché tt ban ma la co ché phu
quyen danh vu quyén cho dan ong. Qua cd ché phu quyén phy na
bi thich nghi héa vdi y hé nit tinh va phai chap nhan vai tro thua
kém dan ong (5).

Trude Kate Millett rdt lau H6 Xuan Hudng ¢ trdi dong
ciing da phan no vdi cd ché phu quyén va da to ra khinh bac phai
nam. Ba di goi ho bing du thit danh xung day vé miét thi nhu
~phudng loi t6i", “I0 ngdn ngd”, “ong non ngua noc”, “dé con
bubn sting”, ... Qua kinh nghiém thuc tién ba biét cé nhiéu ding
“quan tu" rat dé bi mé hodc b&i “déi go Bong ddo” hodc “mot
lach Pao nguyén” dén ndi phai “moi mat dom™ roi “ding ding di
ching dit”. Cho nén trong mat ba nhigu “quin ui" rit la nho
nhoi nén doi vdi hang nguoi nay ba da khéng ngai ngiing lén mat
xung la “chi” vdi ho: “ndy nay chi bdo cho ma biét...”, hodc “iai
day cho chi day lam thd..”. Trude mdt H6 Xuin Huong cai giai
cdp “quin nr" ma xa hoi Khéng gido wu di danh cho nhiéu uu
quyén so vdi phu ni that ra khéng xing ddng duge c6 nhitng thu
quyén nhu vdy. Gitta mot xd hoi phong kién theo tu twdng nho
gido phan biét ré rét gilta quan ¥ va tiéu nhan ma ba dam ldn
tiéng ngao man nhu viy ba ding 1a mét nit luu tranh ddu day can
trudng. lohn Balaban, nguoi da dich tho ba ra Anh ngt, trong mot
bai viét vé H6 Xudn Huong dang trén The American Review da
nhin xét la nhitng bai tho chéng déi phu quyén ciia Ho Xudn
Huong déi vdi ngudi phuong tay cudi thé ky 20 c6 vé rdt binh
thudng nhung trong thoi dai cha ba 1a chuyén lam nguy hiém va
da gay nén nhiéu khich dong ldn (6).

Nguy hiém hay khéong H6 Xuédn Hudng vin khong nudng
tay vdi cai xa hoi dao duc gid do. Ho Xuan Hudng da dung chanh
ngay “cdi nay” ma xa hdi phu quyén cho la "tuc” tuc 1a “cdi do”
(the other) theo nhu Simone de Beauvoir d goi vé sau nay dé lam
vii khi ddnh vaoe cdi thanh tri ludn ¥ trong nam khinh nit. Simone
de Beauvoir hon mdt trdim ndm sau cung nhén dinh phdi nam la
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chit thé trong xa hoi phu quyén, phéi nam la tuyét-ddi con phu nit
chi la mat phai tinh khdc, mot cdi D6 (the Other) cla dan ong.
Phu nit bi chéi ot quyén lam chi ban thé, va quyén y thuc trich
nhiém vé hanh dong ctia minh. Theo Simone de Beauvoir nif tanh
da ngan tré phu nt dude tré thanh mot ban thé doc lap. Do do,
ba kéu goi phu nuit phai biét giai phong minh khai nit tanh (7).
Hon mot trdm nam trude HO Xudn Hudng qua nhitng bai thd tdo
bao da kéu goi va da tu giai phong minh khoi nit ténh roi.

Khi noi vé nif tAnh nha phan tdm hoc Freud cing cho dan
ba la mot thé gidi huyén bi. Dé tra 10i ngudi phu nit la gi Freud
cho la phai cian cut vao su khéc biét tinh duc va sut khéc biét tinh
duc dudc xdc dinh bang sy thiy (visibility). Su thdy ré rang hién
thue la dudng vat 16 16 ndi ngudi nam trong khi ndi ngudi ni thi
cdi hién thue d6 ving béng. Vé phudng dién tdm linh Freud nhan
dinh su khdc biét nay la sy thidu ving, 1a su mdt mdt cia ngudi
nit. Dit khéng biét gi vé Freud nhung mot cich vo thic Ho Xuan
Hudng da biét chitng minh sy hién hitu bing cdch dem trung bay
ngay cdi cd quan sinh duc “hdi thidu” d6 trude mét cdc dng dé noi
lén sy hién hitu ciia minh va clia phdi nii. Giéng nhu cu Doan
Quan Tan trong ldi twa cho quyén sdch cia gido sut Nguyén Vin
Hanh c6 nhin xét la “x3 hoif An Nam, do theo vidn minh Tiu, maf
chii ¥ trao doi tam tri, nén thud gic it biét cdi dep thin xdc cua
nguei nhu Au My, Tai vy ma luén ludn phdi che gidu, vi la xdu,
do...". (8). O phuong tay tit xa xua than thé con nguoi néi chung
vi than hinh phu ni néi riéng da 1a d6i wdng cho nghé thuat, dac
biét 1a trong nghé thuat tac tugng, va la mot biéu trung cho cdi
dep vinh cifu. Sy hién hitu clia nét dep phdi nit qua cdc hinh
tugng diéu khic va tranh vé dude trung bay diy diy khip ndi.
Céc vién bdo tang, cac cong vién va dinh thu phudng tay chifa day
nhitng tranh va tugng vé nit khoa than. Nhing buc tudng va tranh
da ting lam cho thi si Bich Khé phai ca nggi: "Dén trién lam cd
tam thin kiéu diém, / Nang la tuyét hay da nang tuyét diém? /
Nang la hutong hay nhan sdc lén hutong? / Mat ngoi chiu rung dnh
sdng nghé thong...".
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Ho Xuan Huong biét duge gia tri ctia thaf xdc va “cdi nay”
nén ba da khong ngan ngai dem va khi clia phdi nit ra lam doc
chiéu. Giong nhu cic phong trio tranh ddu nit quyeén tai My, trong
nhiéu cudc xudng dudng cic ba nhieu lic da dem pho trudng vé
dep ctia than thé ho nhu mot va khi tranh dau, thi Ho Xuin
Hudng da khong ngan ngai khoe ring “thdn em wifa trang lai vita
eron’, ba con cho biét “da no xi xi, mii no diy" hodc ta mjt
cach ti mi ro rang hon “Ciu tring phau phau déi vin ghép / Nude
trong leo léo moar dong thong / Co ga lin phin leo gquanh mép /
Cd giéc le te lich gitta dong..” hodc “Chanh ra ba gdc da con
thiéu / Khep lai d6i bén thit vdn thira”... So voi cic phu nit tranh
ddu cho nit quyén & phuong tady, H6 Xuan Hudng da tao bao hdn
nhiéu.

Theo nha van nit kiém triét gia Phap 1a Helen Cixous thi sut
tdng quan gida phu nit va than xdc cia ho da an sau trong van
héa tir lau doi. O ngudi phu nit viét va néi ludn dan két vdi nhau
thanh mét nén nhifng sdng tao cta ho thudng c6 lién hé vdi than
xde vi khi viét cing nhut néi phu nit vat thé héa nhing diéu suy
nghi trong diu, va biéu hién né vdi ca thian xdc minh (9). Digu
nhan dinh nay cia triét gia Cixous cho thdy la H6 Xuin Huodng
khong phai la mot truang hdp ngoai 1.

Trude nhing 10i thd td canh rdt thim my nhung qud hién
thuc ciia H6 Xuan Huong lam sac ma nhitng nha nho dao mao
khong ldn tiéng kéu la pham thuin phong my tuc. Nhung khi
*ngoai thiy khong ai duge biét” chic khéng it nguai trong bon ho
lai khong lén lat thu-ng thifec nhing dong thd “my miéu” ciia HS
Xuidn Hudng. Khi ta &m vét clia ndt gidi H6 Xuin Hudng da ding
nhitng loi dep dé my miéu bao nhiéu thi khi ta duong vit clia nam
gidi ba lai ding nhitng 16i kém van hoa hon, hoac day mai mia
nhu “mgt chiit téo téo teo”, “nao ndn tu lé, nao mi tham®, “diu
thi troc Ioc, do khdng ta”, “diu doi mi da loe chop do / lung deo
bi dan ru thao den’... thi 1o rét tham y ctia ba la muén ton vinh
am vat hdn dudng vat cting nhu trong sing va dep dé hon vi
“qudn thiép tring’ noén na, con “guan ching den’ dia, xiu xi.
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Giéng nhu Ho Xoan Hudng gin hai trim ndm sau mét nit
triét gia ngudi Phdp la Luce Irigaray ciing da ding hinh tuong am
vat trong viéc nghién cifu hoc thuyét nit quyeén. Irigaray so sdnh
dién trinh ngén ngit nit gidi vdi sy cdu tric cha bé phan sinh duc
phu nit. B¢ phan sinh duc nay gom cé hai mép mai é6m lién nhau
thé hién su lién tuc va sut chéi bo st phan chia. Irigaray cho phu
nit la sy noi ti€p vdi nhip diéu clia v tru va than xéc cla ho ¢6 su
lién hé khong thé chdi cai dudc vdi van vit (10). Ngoai ra, trong
khi dé cap dén vai tro cia chiéc guong ciia Lacan trong viéc
nghién citu syt hinh thanh chii thé tdnh ctia ngudi nit, Irigaray
cung cho la khong nén ding chi€c guong phing vi chiéc guong
phiing chi phan chi€u dudc cd quan sinh duc ctia phu nit nhu chi
la mét cdi 16, hay néi cdch khéc chiéc guong phiang khéng phan
chi€u duge nhitng nét dic trung tinh duc ctia phu ni. Theo
[rigaray thay vi gudng phang ba cho la nén ding guong 16m vi
guong 10m cho ta thdy sy vat dudng nhu ddo 16n, guong lom hoi
tu dnh sdng vao moét diém va nha d6 ma anh sing ditge chiéu roi
vao cdc bi mat cha cic héc hé va xuyén thdu qua dugc nhitng
huyén bi clia phu nit (11).

Ho6 Xuin Huong ciing néi v& sit huyén bi ctia am vat va
ctia phu nit nhung thay vi diing nhitng ¥ tuéng c6 tanh cach khoa
hoc ba goi n6 mdt cich binh dan la “hang cdc cd” va ding 16i gieo
van “om" déc hiém va téi mo trong nhidu bai thd ctia ba nhu:
"Nt fam hai mdnh hom hom hom' hodc “Con dudng vo ngan t6i
om om"... & néi 1én sy huyén bi dé.

Ngoai ra, theo H6 Xuin Huong vai trd ctia phu nit trong
viéc tao nén dm dudng hoa hgp theo ding lé dao ctia tao hoéa la
mot viéc dang tén vinh. Chuyén chin géi la chuyén ty nhién cia
moi giai tung xa héi, tif vua chia dé€n dan gian ai ma khéng mudn
“cho ta yéu ddu chdng roi tay”, ai ma ching mong dudc “yéu dém
chura phi lai yéu ngay” cho nén dau “chén chdn moi géi hay con
ham”. Su tran trong d6 ciia phdi nam da mot lin nita xdc nhén sy
hién httu cta phai nit. Chuyén goi chan la mét hién hiu phé quat
trong hau hét cdic bai thd ctia ba. Con hién hitu nao dep dé bing
canh trai thanh gdi lich ~ddnh du” vui sudng ngay & hoi: * Trai du
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261 hac khom khom cdt / Gdi uén lung ong ngila ngua long / Bon
manh quan hong bay phap phdi / Hai hang chin ngoc duoi song
song...". Con hién hitu nao hip din cho bang canh nguoi lao dong
~dét vai” miét mai dém hom khuva khodt: “Hai chin dap xudng
ndng ndng nhdc / Mdt suét dim ngang thich thich mau...”. Con
hién hitu nao song dong biang canh ngudi néng din “tit nudc
khe” vdi nét dep “nudc lon troi”* gitta thién nhién: “Xi xom ddy
mirde minh nghiéng ngua / Nhip nhom bén ba dit vit ve...”. Con
hién hitu niao néng bong bing canh tao nhan mic khach tim vui
trong nhing cudc “danh co” ndi thiam cung: “Thoat mdi vio,
chang lien nhdy ngua / Thiép voi vang vén phia tinh lén / Hai xe
ha, chang gdc hai bén / Thiép sg bi, thiép lién ghénh si..” va con
nhiéu hién hitu & cdc tung ldp khdc nira, ut c6 hang bdn sich, ba
lang dén cdc quan thi va cdc nha su hé mang con nang long tran
ciang khéng thoat khoi nhu ciu tim “cue fac fa diy, chin ro muor
d6. Sut thire d6 hién nhién nhu com dé an, khéng khi dé thé co gi
dau ma phai cdm ky dén ndi vin chuong khong dude phép dé cap
dén. Nhitng bude chan tdo bao ctia H6 Xudn Hudng vao cudi thé
ky 18 mai dén dédu thé ky 20 cdc nha vin phudng tiv nhu D.H.
Lawrence chang han mdi dam dién ta dén trong mot tdc phdm rat
dude truyén tung la Lady Chatterley's Lover.

Chuyén chan géi theo Hb Xuian Huong khéng nhing gitp
cho am dudng hoa hdp ma con la mot nghia vu ndng né cia ngudi
ni ginp ngudi nam vudt qua nhing kho khan chia cudc doi nhu
chidc quat di lam “mdr mdt anh hing khi tat gio”, hodc gitp “che
diu gudn ' luc sa mra”. Nghia vu d6 ddng dudc trong vong
ngang hang nghia vu cha phdi nam. D6 14 nghia vu vita lam vg vira
lam me “thdn cd ldn 16i bo song”, vita thoa man chong vita ru do
con thd: "hé cu l6m ngém bo trén bung / thing bé hu ho khoc
dirdi hong”. Con hinh dnh nao song dong hon dé vé nén vai tro
nang né do ctia ngudi dan ba.

Nhung cé thé con hgn thé nita, H6 Xuian Hudng qua bai
thd Kém Trong da mat cdch tinh t€ ta canh “vutdt can” ctia phu nit
diong thoi noi lén nghia vu cao ca cia dan ba la sanh ra tré con,
mot nghia vu hon han dan ong vi dan ong khong thé lam dugc.
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Bai tho Kéem Trong mdi'doc qua chi nhu la mét bai tho ta canh
nhung vdi mot ngudi khinh bac va hay dung chit hai nghia cung
nhu thuong hay néi lai nhe Ho Xuan Hudng, ta phai tim hiéu ¥
nghia bai tho niy mat cach cin ké hon (12).

Trudc hét, trong bai tho nay c6 rit nhiéu tt lién quan dén
nude nhu: “séng”, "séng”, “séng don”, “nudc”, “vé", “nude vo",
“long bong", “thing” ... Trong chi c6 56 cha cua bai thd ma Ho
Xuidn Hudng da dung dén 9 t lién quan dén nudc. Cé phai ching
ba di nghi dén cidi ma sau nay Helene Cixous thudng nhic tdi
trong Le Rire de la Meduse la hinh anh nudc dai dudng. C6 phai
ching H6 Xudn Hudng cing giéng nhu Cixous di diing dén hinh
anh nutde dé am chi nudc trong bio thai bung me (13).

Ngoai ra, trong bai tho Kém Tréng con c6 mot s6 cdc uf
déng chd y khdc la: “trong”, “hang”, “hep”, “ra khoi”, “rong
thiing", “qua cita minh (di)”, “néi bung bdng”... Chit trdng cho ta
lién tuéng dén bung biu clia ngudi dan ba sip dén ngay sanh né
va ngay cau m& dau “hai bén thi nii, gita thi séng” cho ta thiy
canh ngudi sin phu dang ndm trong ¢ thé sin sang sanh con.
Cédc nhém tt khdc nhu qua cita minh, hang, hep, ra khoi, rong
thiing cong vdi ¥ tudng nudc trong bao thai bung me vita dan giai
& trén cho ta hinh dung dén canh tudng nhu sau: duia bé i trong
bung to nhit cdi tréng xuéi theo dudng am hé nhod hep nha nude
tran ra tif bao thai dé rbi sau dé vugt ra khoi cita minh ctia me dé
viio mot thé gidi khéng gian rong thiing va dudc ti€p nhin bong
dm b&i ngudi than..

Ho6 Xuan Huong qua an ¥ cia bai thd nay muén cho ngudi
dan ong thdy la dan ba ¢6 mdt nhiém vu rdt 1a thiéng liéng, cao cd
hdn hén dan éng la nhiém vu sanh con va sanh ra sy séng. Thém
vao do, trong hai cau két “qua cua minh oi, nén ngdm lai / nao ai
c6 biét néi bung bong” Ho Xuin Hudng con muén nhdn gdi
chung phdi nam hay “ngdm lai” minh dé nhd la tdt ca dan éng déu
da di qua “cdi cita 46" ciing nhu ditng quén "ndi bung bong” kho
nhoc cia me hay ngudi nit.

Khi chéng lai trat tt xa hoi phu quyén, Ho Xuin Huong
mudn kéu goi thiét lap mot trit tw xa hdi mdi trong d6 khéng con
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nhitng canh phan biét déi xu: “kém canh cho nén mang tiéng
hoén / di dong dt hdn dong nén quan’. Dac biét ba da ngang
nhién chéng lai thanh kién xa hoi rudng bo nguoi phu nit chua
hoang: “qgudn bao miéng thé loi chénh léch / nhing ké khong ma
co maf ngoan". Trat ty xa hoi mdi ma ba mong muén la mot trat
tit trong d6 phu ni néi riéng vd moi ngudi néi chung phai dudc
binh ddng, khong con phdi chiu canh “cdm béng lam muon, mudn
khong cdng’” nita,

Ho Xuan Huong da ddc biét chong déi kich liét ché do da
thé ciia xa hoi dudng thoi. Vdi kinh nghiém bén than sau hai lan
lap gia dinh vdi Téng Coc va éng phit Vinh Tudng ba thay ro ché
dé da thé rdt pho bién trong xa hoi phong kién 1a mot su bit cong
ctia xa hoi phu quyén. Dan ong thi nam thé, bay thiép trong khi
d6 dan ba phai chinh chuyén mét chéng. Cho nén than phén
ngudi dan ba, dic biét la céc ti thi€p thi that ddng thudng chang
khdc gi mot thut no lé hay mot thit dung cu tinh duc cho dan ong.
Tuy mang ti€ng la vg nhung vé phuong dién sinh Iy binh thudng
ngudi lam thiép cung khong duge quyén doi hoi: “ké ddp chdn
bong. ke lanh ling / ndm khi muoi hoa, nén chdng chd / mot
thang doi lan, cé cung khéng'. Tuy vay, lam thiép van con dd hon
cac phu nit chang may phai lam vao canh: “cdn cdn tao hoa roi
ddu mat" khién cho “coc nhé di rdi 16 bo khong” thi 6 ho “miéng
tii can khon™ danh phai khép lai ca doi vi xa hoi phu quyén khéng
chdp nhin cho nguai dan ba dudc di bude nira.

Sif chong déi cia HO Xudn Hudng c6 vé nhu khéng tich
cife nhut cic theé hé phu nit cha phudng tay sau nay da doi hoi phu
nit phai dudc giai phéng sinh Iy, Nhung gilta mét xa hoi phong
kién ctia nho gia vdi bao nhiéu la chén ép vé tinh thin lin vit thé
thi chi mét su chi trich mét cach tdo bao nhu ta vira thiy da la
mot hanh dong qua tich cuc roi.

Trude nhitng tréi budc ciia xa hoi, nhiéu lic ba cing md
dugc thoat ra khoi cdc tap tue, cdc |€ gido, va cdc v hé phong kién
khdc nghiét dé lam nén nhiéu sy nghiép lay ling hon: “vi ddy doi
phin lam trai ditoe / thi suanh hang ha bay nliéu' va co lic ba
clng muon “gio tay vai thit trof cao thap / xoac cang do xem dat
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ngdn dai’. Nhung sifc ngitdi c6 han ma udc lé xﬁ' hoi khic khe da
6 tif ngan doi nén ba chi danh tran tré trong dém khuya ma than
cho than phan: “canh khuya ving vang trong canh don/ tro cdi
hong nhan vdi nude non”. Tuy cing than van khi lé loi c6 dac lic
dém khuya thanh vidng, nhung bén ngoai ba la mét nguai nhiéu
nghi lue: “than nay diu da chiu gia tom” va ba thuong hay kéu goi
phu nu khée (hay ba tw nha minh) la chd cé khoc than ma phai
luén ving lén tranh daw: “nin df kéo then vdi non séng”'.

Pung la khong then vdi non séng, tén tuéi Ho Xuan
Hudng va thd ciia ba da vugt thdi gian va khéng gian nho hep cia
Viét Nam di viio thé gidi vin chuong toan cau. John Balaban la
mot gido su tai Vién Dai hoc North Carolina va la mot nha tho ndi
ti€ng da titng doat cdc giai thudng vé thd xudt sdc cta Vién Han
Lam Céc Thi si Hoa Ky c6 mot lan lac dén Viét Nam va lac vio
vuon tho ciia H6 Xuian Huong. Khach lang du da bi mé hodc béi
“hudng xuan” dén ndi phai bo ra bao céng sic trong nhigu nam
troi dé dich thd Hd Xuan Hudng ra tiéng My va xudt ban thanh
sdch vdi nhan dé la Spring Essence: The Poetry of Ho Xuan Huong
dé gidi thiéu vdi doc gia phuong tay (14).

Nhd dé ma “hugng xuin” ctia nén van chudng Dai Viét da
bay toa ngao ngat ndi troi tdy khién nguyén Téng théng Hoa ky
Bill Clinton trong bita quéc tiéc tai Ha Noi nhan chuyén viéng
tham Viét Nam vao thiang 11 nam 2000 da phai nhan xét la “Su
todn ciu hda dang dem thé gidi lai gin Viét Nam cing nhu dem
Viét Nam lai gin voi thé gidi.. Nhing bai tho ur 200 ndm trude
cia H6 Xudn Huong di duge dn hanh tai My-bdng tiéng Anh,
bang tiéng Viet, va cd bing chie Ném nita, day 1a lin diu tién 161
chit ¢6 cua Vigt Nam di dude thuc hién bing in dn'.
("Globalization is bringing the world to Vietnam and also bringing
Vietnam to the world... The 200-year-old poems of Ho Xuan
Huong are published in America--in English, in Vietnamese, and
even in the original Ném, the first time ancient Vietnamese script
has come off a printing press."”) (15).

Hai 16 bdo My chuyén vé tho la The American Poetry
Review s6 ra thdng 9 va 10 ndm 2000 (volume 29, s 5) (16) va
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Poetry Daily Review ciing c6 dang bai viét vé ba va v kién ciia doc
gid ve thd efla Ho Xuan Huong sau khi doc quyén sdch ctia John
Balaban (17). Hay nghe mot doc gia ctia Poetry Daily Review la G.
Merritt da say mé thd Ho6 Xuén Huong ra sao: "B¢ suu tip (tho)
ddy goi cdm ndy lam (6f hi vong con thém nifa. Diéu thit vong
duy niuft cua t6i 1d khi biét rang may tram trang sach ndy di thé
hién gin hér the cia HO Xuin Hiong. Quvén sich mong nay thét
la sdng choi”. (*This sensually-rich collection left me hoping for
more. My only disappointment was learning that these hundred
pages represent "most of Xuan Huong's extant poetry". This thin
book shines brightly.”) (18).

Khong nhitng doc gia ma ca cdc tdc gid tdm tiéng cing ca
ngoi tho cia ba. Neil Sheehan, tc gia quyén sich néi vé Viét Nam
A Bright Shining Lie, da nhan xét “Ba /i nguoi dan ba, ngoai tai
ba vé vin chitong con €0 duge dife tinh can tridng VietNam, vé
dam thdch thife cic ude Ié diuong thor. (*She was a woman who
possessed, along with her literary talent, that great Vietnamese
virtue of courage, and dared to defy the conventions of her time").
Frances Fitzgerald, tic gia mét quyén sach viét vé Viet Nam khdc
la Fire in the Lake cung da ghi nhan: "Qua cdch dich cua John
Balaban, tho cua HO Xudn Huong vira di dom, wiia chua cay, va
sau sdc ding duge co mot ché diing trong nén vin chiong thé
gici. Toi thich ntng twlong cdnh tic gid cde bai tho d6, cd gdi hir
ctia thé ky 18 & Viét Nam, phdng nhifng mii tén diy khiéu goi vio
thdi d6 dao difc gid vé giol tinh cta moi ltfa tuéi va moi nhom vin
hoa" (“In John Balaban's translation, the poetry of Ho Xuan
Huong-witty, caustic, and profound should find its place in world
literature. 1 like to imagine its author, the brilliant bad girl of
eighteenth century Vietnam, throwing her erotically charged darts
into the sexual hypocrisy of all ages and cultures"). Tap chi Utne
Reader thi qua quyét hon cho: “Hé Xudn Huong ré rét ld mot thi
ST xudt sdc nhift o trude tof nay” (*Ho Xuan Huong was, simply,
one of the most remarkable poets who ever lived") (19). Con déi
vdi Philip Gambone ctia tap chi New York Times Book Review thi
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Ho Xuan Hudng la mot trong nhitng thi si vi ddi cua Viét Nam
(20). ;

H6 Xuan Huong khong nhing dudgc siach vé va bao chi
phudng tay t6n vinh ma cd cac dai phat thanh cang goép loi ca
ngdi. Cd s& phat thanh National Public Radio & Washignton DC
(NPR), mot dai ndi tiéng vé cac chudng trinh théng tin vin héa
phuc vu 16 triéu thinh gia vdi 640 dai va hé thong internet da gidi
thiéu thd ctia H6 Xuan Hudng trong budi phdt thanh ngay 12
thang 11 nam 2000 (21). Pai phat thanh New Hampshire Public
Radio (NHPR) trong buéi phat thanh ngay 8 thdng 7 nam 2001,
phéng vién Kevin Gardner cho “ba da thanh céng nhu [a mor thi
si phdi mi¥ trong mot thoi dai van hoc ngu i boi phai nam. Ba da
lam tho bing ngén ngit thong thudng cta quin ching thay vi
ding chit Han théng thii cia giai cap trif thife Viér Nam, nihung lai
diu'gc cd hai gidi néng din va quan lai mé thich. Tho ba thich thuc
nhitng woc 1é xi héi va tinh duc trong mér thoi dai ma sy phan
khdng niwt vdy bi coi I cdm ky, tuy nhién tho ba khong nhifng
duge khoan hong ma con dude tin duong béi nhing nguoi eam
quyén. Pia vi tri thife nhu mot thi si hang ddu ctia ba dugc truyén
tung nhire huyén thoai.." (*She triumphed as a female poet in a
literary age overwhelmingly dominated by men. She wrote in the
language of the common people rather than the scholarly Chinese
of Vietnam's elite class, yet appealed equally to peasants and
mandarins. Her poetry defied social and sexual convention at a
time when such dissent was taboo, yet she was not only tolerated,
but celebrated, by those in power. Her intellectual standing as a
poet of the first rank was legendary.”..) (22).

Tém lai, HO Xudn Hudng 1a mot nut luu tiéen phong, la mot
thién tai cé cd tdnh doc ddo ¢6 mot khong hai trong nén vin hoc
Viét Nam. Ba da tién phong ndi lén ti€ng néi ctia phu nit chong
lai sy dp biic ctia cd ché phu quyén. Ho Xuidn Hudng ngudi dau
tien ddm diing tho van dé tén vinh mot vian dé hét suc cam ky
trong van chuong la tinh duc mgt cich day my hoc. Lich su da
ching to sy phdn khdng va cdm théng ctia ba vé than phdn cia
phu nit la con dudng chianh ddng. Ba da di nhitng budc that dai
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tride thoi dai clia ba va tiéng néi clia ba da lag bao nhiéu tam
hén phai thén thic. Tiéng néi tho van ctia Ho6 Xuan Hudng da
virgt khong gian va thdi gian dé néi két nén vin hoc Viét Nam vdi
toan cau va lam hanh dién cho van thd Viét.
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